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 We have just completed another week of Committee meetings and the end of the session is 
quickly approaching.  Below are summaries of bills heard this week in committee. 
 
 If you are interested in reading the text of any bill introduced this session, you may find bill 
information on Access Indiana at http://www.in.gov/apps/lsa/session/billwatch/billinfo.   
 

Past issues of the Friday Update for 2006 are available on-line at 
http://www.in.gov/judiciary/center/leg/index.html. 
 
Civil Law
 

The Senate Corrections, Criminal and Civil Matters Committee met to discuss HB 1010, 
eminent domain.  The author, Rep. Wolkins, and Sen. Bray, Senate sponsor, presented a revised 
version of the bill which addressed issues raised on Feb. 7 when testimony was received on the bill.  
(See the Feb. 10 Friday Update on a number of amendments made to the bill on the 7th.)  While they had 
agreed to keep it in their revised version, both Sen. Bray and Rep. Wolkins said they were not happy 
with the provision for a property owner to receive up to $100,000 in attorney fees for a challenge to an 
eminent domain taking.  Committee Chair Sen. Long appointed, with Rep. Wolkins’ agreement, 
members Bray, Lanane, Broden and Steele (all attorneys) to work on an agreed second-reading 
amendment of the attorney fee provision.  The revised version of the bill, which adds a requirement that 
libraries seek permission from their local governing body before using eminent domain powers, was 
adopted.  An amendment proposed by Sen. Steele to take eminent domain power from privately-owned 
cemeteries was also unanimously adopted.  The Association of Cites and Towns and the Outdoor 
Advertising Association reported that they had not yet reached an agreement on municipalities’ 
condemnation of billboards.  The Committee advised them they would have to seek any changes to the 
bill in a second-reading amendment.  Sen. Broden was also advised to seek second-reading changes for 
increased protection for family homes against condemnation as blighted property.  The amended bill 
was then passed 11-0. 
 

The Senate Judiciary Committee heard HB 1112, which permits an acknowledgement of 
sympathy without construing it as an admission of liability.  Rep. Foley, author, discussed the bill with 
the committee.  The Indiana State Medical Association, the Indiana Hospital and Health Association, 
and the Indiana Osteopathic Association supported the bill.  The Indiana Trial Lawyers Association 
opposed the bill as written.  After extensive discussion about the legislation, Sen. Kenley, Senate 
sponsor, offered an amendment removing language indicating the expression of sympathy may be 
offered to prove the liability of the communicator for causing or contributing to a loss.  He replaced it 
with language indicating the expression of sympathy offered would only “relate to” causing or 
contributing to the loss.  The bill passed as amended 7-1.      
 
 The Senate Judiciary Committee also heard HB 1235 concerning isolation and quarantine 
presented by Reps. Ruppel and Welch.  The bill outlines procedures for public health authority to 
petition a circuit or superior court for an order of isolation or quarantine, or to issue immediate orders if 
impractical to petition the court.  Judge Edward Najam, Court of Appeals, testified on this legislation 
and provided suggestions for improving some of the provisions that involve court action.  Sen. Bray, 
Chair, held the bill until the next meeting for amendments and a vote. 
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Criminal Law
 

The Senate Corrections, Criminal and Civil Matters Committee heard HB 1108, aggressive 
driving and criminal recklessness. This bill creates a new “aggressive driving” A misdemeanor with 
enhancements to D or C felony if it causes serious bodily injury or death.  The bill also expands criminal 
recklessness to include any shooting into a house, not just drive-by shootings as in current law.  As he 
did in the House, author Rep. Brown explained that this bill is back this year after redrafting with input 
from the Prosecuting Attorneys Council.  As in the House, testimony from a Marion County victims’ 
family was heard, and Prosecuting Attorneys Council’s Steve Johnson spoke in support of the bill.  The 
bill passed 11-0. 
 
 The Senate Judiciary Committee heard HB 1016 concerning pretrial service fees presented by 
Rep. Ayres.  The bill was amended to provide: (1) the fee provisions do not apply to defendants charged 
in city or town courts; (2) 50% of the fees are deposited into the county supplemental adult probation 
services fund and 50% in the county supplemental public defender services fund; (3) the fees terminate 
immediately upon an acquittal or dismissal; and (4) the enforcement provisions for delinquent fees may 
be used upon the defendant’s conviction.  The bill passed out of Committee as amended 7-1. 
 

The House Courts and Criminal Code Committee considered SB 6, lifetime parole for child 
molesters.  The bill’s author, Sen. Steele, explained to the committee that the bill has two main 
provisions: that child molesters who are at least 18 years old at the time they committed the offense 
would be placed on lifetime parole, and that GPS monitoring would be required for repeat child 
molesters or sexually violent predators.  The bill also requires the Department of Correction to report to 
the Budget Committee before August 1, 2006 concerning the feasibility of recovering the expense of 
GPS monitoring from the offender.  The Prosecuting Attorneys Council testified in favor of the bill, as 
did a member of the public and a representative from the Indianapolis Police Department.  The ACLU of 
Indiana, the Public Defender Council, a psychiatrist and a minister testified in opposition to the bill.  The 
committee voted in favor of the bill, 10-0.  The committee also considered SB 246, dealing with sex 
offender issues.  After hearing public testimony last week, the committee voted in favor of the bill 10-0. 
 
Family & Juvenile Law
 

Rep. Ayres presented HB 1232, curfew for minors, to the Senate Judiciary Committee.  This 
legislation adds a new provision to Indiana’s present curfew statute permitting a child to be out after 
curfew with written parental consent.  Committee members agreed to add the word “prior” before 
written and passed the bill as amended 8-0.  They believe this would answer the most recent ruling of 
the federal court about Indiana’s curfew statute. 
 
Judicial Administration
 
 The Senate Judiciary Committee heard HB 1156, various provisions concerning courts 
presented by Rep. Richardson.  This bill addresses excessive property tax levies for new court operating 
expenses; provides jury pools be formed from lists approved by the Supreme Court; prohibits employers 
from subjecting employees to adverse employment action and using benefit time because of jury duty; 
adds a second judge to the Jackson Superior Court; increases the number of judges and magistrates for 
Marion Superior Courts; and raises court fees by $1.00.  Judge Cale Bradford, Marion Superior Court, 
and the President of the Indianapolis Bar Association testified in support of the provisions relating to the 
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Marion County Courts.  Judge William Hughes, Hamilton Superior Court, testified on behalf of the Jury 
Committee in support of the jury pool provisions.  Sen. Zakas offered an amendment to authorize a fee 
for services provided by a Domestic Relations Counseling Bureau.  Jeff Bercovitz, on behalf of the 
Domestic Relations Committee testified in support of the amendment.  The Committee discussed the 
amendment and raised numerous questions.  Due to the number of issues the amendment raised, the 
amendment was withdrawn.  The bill passed out of Committee 9-0.  Due to the fiscal impact, this bill 
was recommitted to Senate Appropriations. 
 
 The House Judiciary Committee heard SB 232 concerning jury service exemptions presented 
by Sen. Gard, which passed out of Committee 9-0. 
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